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his name), in Spanish annals of the time, on account of his fiery and
merciless attacks upon the commerce and colonies of Spain. He
was a native of Devonshire, England, probably born about 1540; and
became a sailor in his boyhood. After several voyages to foreign
lands, he commanded one of Sir John Hawkins’s ships (the
“‘Judith’’), on a voyage to the West Indies, in 1567-68; and from
this time until his death was actively engaged in navigation, in war,
or in the public service. His most famous voyage is that around the
world (December, 1577-September, 1580), in which he discovered
(March -July, 1579), the coasts of California and Oregon, of which
he took possession in the name of England — a claim never advanced,
however, by the English crown. To this country he gave the name
of New Albion, which for some time was applied by cartographers to
the present Oregon; it is shown on Lady Virginia Ferrer’s map
(London, 1651). Another notable voyage was that to America
(September, 1585 -July, 1586), in which Drake, under royal commis-
sion, ravaged the Spanish main, taking many towns and much
treasure. While on a voyage with Hawkins, he died (January 28,
1596), and was buried at sea.

The reference in the text is to a passage in the narration of
Francis Fletcher, Drake’s chaplain, 7%e World Encompassed by Sir
Francis Drake (London, 1628): ‘‘/une 3, we came into 42 deg. of
North latitude, where in the night following we found such altera-
tion of heate, into extreame and nipping cold, that our men in gen-
erall did grieuously complaine thereof, some of them feeling their
healths much impaired thereby; . . . the next day .
the very roapes of our ship were stiffe, and the raine which fell was
an vnnatural congealed and frozen substance. . . . In 38 deg.
30 min. we fell with a conuenient and fit harborough, and June 17
came to anchor therein, where we continued till the 23 day of July
following. During all which time, notwithstanding it was in the
height of summer, and so neere the sunne, yet were wee continually
visited with like nipping colds as we had felt before.”” This was
the experience of the English (according to Fletcher, though his
veracity is questioned by some writers), while sailing along the west-
ern coast of North America, from the region of Cape Blanco to Cape
Mendocino.— See Hakluyt Society reprint of 7ke World Encom-
passed (London, 1854), pp. 113-118. Cf. H. H. Bancroft’'s Hzstory
of the Northwest Coast (San Francisco, 1886), vol. i., pp. 139-145.

Drake’s aim in this voyage was to find a northern passage from
the Pacific to the Atlantic. Such a passage was supposed to exist,
and was termed ‘‘the Straits of Anian:” Cortereal having found,
as he imagined, its eastern end in Hudson’s Straits. This supposed
passage across the continent is shown on Zaltieri’s map (1566),



